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(h) Helium requirement or requirement
of helium is all helium, regardless of
physical state or in mixture with other
gases, that is required by or delivered
to a Federal agency to accomplish an
objective, project, mission, or program
of the Federal agency.

(i) Major helium requirement or major
requirement of helium is a helium re-
quirement or delivery of 5,000 standard
cubic feet (scf), measured at 14.7
pounds per square inch absolute pres-
sure and 70° Fahrenheit temperature,
or more, including liquid helium gase-
ous equivalent, during a calendar
month, including the first 5,000 scf per
calendar month when the ‘‘helium re-
quirement’’ equals or exceeds 5,000 scf
per calendar month.

(j) Secretary is the Secretary of the
Department of the Interior.

(k) Bureau is the Bureau of Mines of
the U.S. Department of the Interior.

§ 602.3 Bureau helium distribution
contracts.

(a) Any private helium merchant
may make application to the Bureau to
become a Bureau helium distribution
contractor and, upon meeting the re-
quirements of this part and upon exe-
cution of a three-year distribution con-
tract with the Bureau, may become a
Bureau helium distribution contractor.
To be eligible, a prospective contractor
must demonstrate: adequate financial
resources to pay for Bureau helium and
helium-related services in advance,
adequate facilities and equipment to
meet delivery schedules and quality
standards required by purchasers of
Bureau helium, a satisfactory record of
performance in the distribution of he-
lium, and/or other compressed gases, a
certificate of competency and/or a de-
termination of eligibility from the
Small Business Administration if the
prospective contractor is a small busi-
ness concern and is determined to be
nonresponsible and/or ineligible by the
contracting officer, and be otherwise
qualified and eligible to receive an
award of a Bureau helium distribution
contract under applicable laws and reg-
ulations. Effective January 15, 1982,
and thereafter, only those helium mer-
chants having a valid Bureau helium
distribution contract shall be included
on Bureau lists of Bureau helium dis-

tribution contractors. (The currently
approved helium distribution contract
is set out in the Appendix to this part.)

(b) The information collection re-
quirements contained in this section
have been approved by the Office of
Management and Budget under 44
U.S.C. 3507 and assigned clearance
number 1032–0113. The information is
being collected to identify firms desir-
ing to become helium distribution con-
tractors. This information will be used
to determine responsible applicants as
possible contractors, to establish an
accountability of helium transfer be-
tween distributors, and to report dis-
tributor annual sales, transfers, and
purchases of Bureau of Mines helium as
certification of compliance with 30
CFR 602. The obligation to respond is
required to obtain a benefit.

(c) Bureau helium distribution con-
tracts shall require the Bureau helium
distribution contractor to deliver only
Bureau helium to supply (1) major he-
lium requirements of any Federal
agency, whether or not Bureau helium
is specified by the agency, and (2) any
helium requirement of any Federal
agency if procurement documents in
any manner specify or evidence intent
to acquire Bureau helium. Information
about which Federal agencies have
major helium requirements is available
from Bureau of Mines Division of He-
lium Operations, 1100 S. Fillmore St.,
Amarillo, Texas 79101, telephone 806
376–2638 or FTS 735–1638.

(d) Bureau helium distribution con-
tracts shall also require the Bureau he-
lium distribution contractor to deliver
only Bureau helium to:

(1) Any private helium purchaser, in-
cluding Federal agency contractors, if
procurement documents in any manner
specify or evidence intent to acquire
Bureau helium, or

(2) Another Bureau helium distribu-
tion contractor if certification as Bu-
reau helium is required or furnished.

(e) Contracts shall include provisions
for sources of supply of Bureau helium,
quantity, quality, delivery require-
ments, Bureau helium book inventory,
actual physical volume of helium in in-
ventory, commingling, accounting and
reporting procedures, records and fa-
cilities examinations, shipping points,
payments, and contract termination.
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